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PROBLEMS‘ILLUSTRATFD BY RECENT_DEVELOPMENTS IN

Introduction

1. As a result of studles conducted by the agencies

cohdernéd; the Planning Board believes tﬁe following pro-
blems, revealed by the operations in Lebanon and in the
Taiwan Straits last summer and fall, should be called to
the Council's attention. There is no doubt that in the
Taiwan Strait operation the firmness of purpose, positive
action, and a determined stand on the part of the United.
States successfully thwarted Communist efforts toward ex-
pansion of the Sino-Soviet periphery and sphere of influence,
and constitutéd a major deterrent on the actions of the
potentiai aggressor; Tn the Lebanon operation, the United
States was successful in proﬁdtlng stability in the area.
We should not expect, however, that similar fubture opefations
could always be carried out under circumstances as favorable
as those present during operations in Iebanon and Jordan and
in the Talwan Straits. Thus it should be noted that con-

clusions to be drawn from the lLebanon and the Quemoy and
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Matsu operations are not universally applicable in situations

(”“)

where limited military operations may be necessary.
Problems

2, U, S. preétige has become éiosely identified with
the maintenance of the Chinese Natlonalist position on the
off-shore Islands, There was, however, a general lack of
support on the part of some Allies for this position and
differing appralsals as to the strategic importance of these
islands.* | ‘

3. The obscurity surrounding the‘supply and casualty
pilcture in Quemoy in September 1958 demonstrates the danger
of relying on an ally for information whicﬁ may vitally éffeét

U. S. decision-making; The United States should develop in
(:j such situations an independent capability for objective

verification of tactical and loglstical facts and plans,

% The,NS@'Plaﬁning Board has scheduled a review of U.. S.
Policy Toward the Far East (NSC 5429/5) for May 1959,
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